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Alexandra Ito Named Educator of the Year
Congratulations to Alexandra Ito on receiving the 2005-2006 California League of
High Schools Region 11 Educator of the Year award. Ms. Ito is currently the Interim
Director of Educational Technology and Media Services in the Santa Ana Uniﬁed
School District. Honored as an educator who exempliﬁes educational excellence
and makes signiﬁcant eﬀorts to implement elements of educational reform in high
schools, Ms. Ito will represent CLHS Region 11 at the CLHS conference in January.
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In her role as an instructor of professional
development in educational technology,
Alexandra has keen insight into the adult
learning process, and is an expert in needs
analysis, project management, course
development and pedagogy. Her in-depth
knowledge, demonstration of instructional
techniques and excellent people skills has
consistently received excellent reviews
from the certiﬁcated and classiﬁed staﬀ in
the district who have been students in her
classes.
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Alexandra is instrumental in leading the online learning program for SAUSD and Webcasts ..................... p.7
spearheads the student electronic portfolio program and development of teacher
webpages. Outside of the district, Alexandra is a presenter at conferences throughout Upcoming Events ....... p.8
the state and her work has been published twice in professional publications.
Alexandra’s dedication to provide innovative and creative teaching and learning
techniques to teachers makes her a highly respected role model in the district. Her
leadership, love of technology, patience and passion for teaching makes her an
excellent spokesperson for all in educational technology. It is a great pleasure to
congratulate Alexandra Ito on her honor.

Custom Training
Your school or district can request custom educational technology presentations or
hands-on professional development from the OCDE. Trainers develop curriculum
prior to the event, deliver training on site, and follow up with additional consulting,
including evaluation data and a discussion of next steps. The program is subsidized
by CTAP funding so the cost is far below market prices. Contact Mark Wagner at 714966-4153 or mwagner@ocde.us for more information.
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Visit http://register.ocde.us to sign up for Educational Technology courses! (See p.4 and 5 for the class schedule.)
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The Read/Write Web in Education

Vendor Sponsored Classes

The Read/Write Web in Education - The World Wide Web has become
a more and more powerful source of information for educators, but
for most of us, the Web is read-only. Learn how to take advantage
of the Read/Write Web so that you can quickly and easily post
professional looking, interactive content for your students, parents,
and community. Learn how students, too, can contribute content to
the Internet. This fast paced overview will include an introduction to
blogs, wikis, Furl, RSS, and more.

Apple Computer - From February to May, a FREE class will be oﬀered
once a month at the OCDE. These classes will be lead by trainers from
Apple Computer. Topics will include Building Wireless Environments
and Open Directory; Pro App Suite for Digital Media Academies,
ROP’s, and Creative Professionals; Introduction to Aperture for Digital
Photographers; and Classroom Management Techniques: Apple
Remote Desktop (ARD) and .Mac for Teachers. In July, we will then
be hosting a four day Server Essentials Technical Certiﬁcation course.
(Note: The certiﬁcation course is not free.)

Introduction to Blogs in Education - It is now as easy to create online
content as it is to consume it... and this is changing our world! Web
logs, or blogs, allow anyone, including teachers and students, to
quickly and easily update a website. This provides an opportunity
to develop their voice, ﬁnd an authentic audience, and allow the
audience to comment on their work. Reﬂective and connective
writing can enhance any curriculum! This class will introduce you to
the basics of blogging, the philosophy of blogging, and how you can
use blogs for your own teaching and learning.

Pinnacle Studio Academy - This two day course is taught by a Pinnacle
Systems instructor and is oﬀered for only $79, plus tax! Designed to
make the ﬁrst video experience a truly positive one, the Pinnacle
Studio Academic Toolkit features Pinnacle Studio Plus, the awardwinning, leading consumer video-editing software, and a “green
sheet” that students can use to bring the entire world to their video
canvas. After completing both days of training, participants will be
certiﬁed to return to their sites and districts to train others how to use
Pinnacle Studio Plus.

Introduction to RSS in Education - RSS stands for Really Simple
Syndication, a technology that allows you to subscribe to information
that is important to you. Don’t visit dozens of websites a day to check
for changes - let the updates come to you! Keep up with current news
and research, monitor all your favorite blogs (including your students’
writing), and create custom Web searches that update you when a
new site is discovered! This in-depth class will prepare you to locate
and manage RSS feeds so that you can quickly process more relevant
information in a day than you ever thought possible. Also, RSS makes
podcasting possible! (See below)
Introduction to Podcasting
Interested in ﬁnding out
what all the buzz is over
podcasts?
This
three
hour session will enable
educators to create their
own podcast or Internet
radio show. Discussions
on equipment, format,
posting and content, will
help guide educators as
they prepare to begin
making their own Internet
radio shows; at the end of
the session participants
will have posted a podcast.

SMART Board Classes - Combining the simplicity of a whiteboard with
the power of a computer, the SMART Board interactive whiteboard
engages students and audiences around the world. The touchsensitive display connects to your computer and digital projector to
show your computer image. You and your students can then control
computer applications directly from the display, write notes in digital
ink and save your work to share later. Best of all, the full-featured
SMART Board interactive whiteboard is incredibly easy to use, as a
trainer from SMART Technologies will demonstrate in this FREE class.

Featured Educational
Technology Team Member
Ranjit Mayadas, Coordinator
Ranjit Mayadas is an Educational Technology
Coordinator for the Orange County Department
of Education (OCDE). He is primarily responsible
for the California Technology Assistance Project
(CTAP). CTAP provides eﬀective statewide and
regional educational technology services to
implement legislation, address local needs,
and support California’s content standards,
curriculum frameworks, and assessment system.
He manages the California School Technology
Survey and California Technology Assessment
Proﬁle. He supports districts with their education technology plans and
E-rate technology plans. He manages federal/state/private educational
technology grants supporting districts in planning, implementation
and evaluation processes. Ranjit joined OCDE in 1994 to establish a
countywide middle school youth development initiative. Four years
later he went on to join OCDE’s Academic Events team to develop,
implement and enhance curriculum speciﬁc student achievement
programs, and in March 2005 he joined the Educational Technology
Department.

Teachers learning about the
Read/Write Web in education

Registration
1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Choose the course(s) you would like to attend.
IMPORTANT! Reserve a space in the course(s) you would
like to attend by using our online registration at http://
register.ocde.us
To complete your registration, mail conﬁrmation email
with your payment to the address below. If payment
will be made by your school district, after reserving your
space, submit your conﬁrmation email, along with your
request for payment to your school site or district oﬃce.
If you are registered for a workshop, you will receive a
conﬁrmation seven days prior to the workshop date by
email. If you do not receive a conﬁrmation, please call
714.966.4461 to make sure that you are registered.
All payments should be made out to OCDE and mailed to:
Orange County Department of Education
Attn: Educational Technology, Bldg. B1026
200 Kalmus Drive , Costa Mesa, CA 92626

IMPORTANT!! CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY INFORMATION
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No refunds will be issued against courses or workshops unless:
- presenter or sponsor cancels course, or
- registrant cancels SEVEN working days prior to workshop, and
- a valid cancellation number is issued to registrant.
The registrant or registrant’s district will be billed for the course if
- a cancellation is not made SEVEN working days prior to the course, or
- registrant does not possess a valid cancellation number.

Visit http://register.ocde.us to sign up for Educational Technology courses! (See p.4 and 5 for the class schedule.)

All classes oﬀered will focus on the application of technology in a standards based curriculum, with a particular focus on
enhancing student achievement through context-embedded, inquiry-driven, and collaborative learning.
COURSE OFFERINGS - (PC)

DATE

TIME

COST

1/12/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Word, Intermediate (PC0130)

1/30/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

PowerPoint, Intermediate (PC0208)

2/8/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Excel, Intermediate (PC0321)

3/21/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Introduction to Open Source Software for Windows (PC0216-b)

2/16/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Introduction to Fedora Core Linux (PC0330-b)

3/30/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Dreamweaver MX 2005, Beginning (PC0126)

1/26/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Dreamweaver MX 2005, Intermediate (PC0323)

3/23/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Dreamweaver MX 2005, Advanced (PC0405)

4/5/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Introduction to the Read/Write Web in Education: Blogs, Wikis, Furl, RSS, & more (PC0201)

2/1/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Introduction to Blogs (PC0327-b)

3/27/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Introduction to RSS (PC0502-b)

5/2/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

iPod in Education: Workshop (PC0131-b) (Includes iPod & accessories)

1/31/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

SPECIAL

iPod in Education: Techniques (PC0316-b) (Bring your own iPod)

3/16/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Podcasting in Education (PC0406-b)

4/6/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

3/7/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$299.00

Digital Cameras in Education: Techniques (PC0411-b) (Bring your own camera)

4/11/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Digital Video Cameras in Education (PC0420-b) (Includes MiniDV & camcorder)

4/20/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$399.00

Introduction to Games in Education (PC0227-b )

2/27/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Games in Education - Part II (PC0509-b)

5/9/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Windows XP in Education
Windows XP, Intermediate (PC0112)
Microsoft Ofﬁce

Open Source Software in Education (Free Alternatives to Windows XP, MS Ofﬁce, Adobe Photoshop & More)

Web Design

The Read/Write Web in Education

iPod in Education

Digital Cameras in Education
Digital Cameras in Education: Workshop (PC0307-b) (Includes camera & accessories)

Games in Eduation

Partnerships
SMARTBoard (PC0131)

1/31/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

FREE

2/2/06 & 3/14/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$79.00 + tax

Module 1: Internet & Email (PC0123)

1/23/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 2: Word Processing (PC0228)

2/28/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 3: Presentation & Publishing (PC0313)

3/13/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 4: Spreadsheet (PC0419)

4/19/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 5: Database (PC0503)

5/3/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

2/6/06 or 4/3/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

3/28/06

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Pinnacle Academy (PC0202-2)
Preliminary Technology Certiﬁcaton (for Beginners)

KitZu
Introduction to KitZu and Kit Builder (PC0206-b) or (PC0403-b)
Content Area Focus
Math (PC0328)

North County Satellite Campus: Cypress School District (Vessels School, 5900 Cathy Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630, 714/220-6928)
Introduction to Adobe Premier Elements

2/22/06 or 4/25/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Introduction to Blogging

2/28/06 or 4/28/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Intermediate Word for Educators

2/2/06 or 5/2/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Intermediate Excel for Educators

2/9/06 or 4/7/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

2/15/06 or 4/13/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Intermediate PowerPoint for Educators
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COURSE OFFERINGS - (MAC)

DATE

TIME

COST

Introduction to Mac OS X v10.4 Tiger (M0112)

1/12/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Mac OS X, Intermediate (M0208)

2/8/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

iPhoto (M0130)

1/30/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

iMovie HD (M0227)

2/27/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

iDVD (M0307)

3/7/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Garage Band (M0422)

4/22/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Comic Life (M0427-b)

4/27/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

SPECIAL

Keynote (M0207)

2/7/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Pages (M0308)

3/8/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Word, Intermediate (M0131)

1/31/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

PowerPoint, Intermediate (M0209)

2/9/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Excel, Intermediate (M0314)

3/14/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

2/6/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Introduction to the Read/Write Web in Education: Blogs, Wikis, Furl, RSS & more (M0321)

3/21/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Introduction to Blogs in Education (M0405-b)

4/5/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Introduction to RSS in Education (M0511-b)

5/11/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

iPod in Education: Workshop (M0213-b) (Includes iPod & accessories)

2/13/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

SPECIAL

iPod in Education: Techniques (M0314-b) (Bring your own iPod)

3/14/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Podcasting in Education (M0228-b)

2/28/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Podcasting in Education - Level II (M0411-b)

4/11/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Digital Cameras in Education : Workshop (M0322-b) (Includes camera & accessories)

3/22/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$299.00

Digital Camera in Education: Techniques (M0418-b) (Bring your own camera)

4/18/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$50.00

Digital Video Cameras in Education (M0323-b) (Includes MiniDV & camcorder)

3/23/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

$399.00

Mac OS X in Education

iLife ʻ05 in Education

iWork ʻ05 in Education

Microsoft Ofﬁce

Open Source Software in Education
Introduction to Open Source Software for Mac OS X (M0206-b)
The Read/Write Web in Education

iPod in Education

Digital Cameras in Education

Partnerships
The Macintosh as Assitive Technology - Apple (M0228)

2/28/06

8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

FREE

Classroom Mgmt. Techniques: Apple Remote Desktop & dot Mac for Teachers - Apple (M0323)

3/23/06

12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

FREE

Introduction to Aperture - Apple (M0418)

4/18/06

8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

FREE

Pro Applications Overview Apple (M0502-b)

5/2/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

6/12,13,14,15/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

SPECIAL

1/24/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

FREE

Module 1: Internet & Email (M0202)

2/2/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 2: Word Processing (M0306)

3/6/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 3: Presentation & Publishing (M0330)

3/30/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 4: Spreadsheet (M0420)

4/20/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

Module 5: Database (M0504)

5/4/06

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

$75.00

1/23/06 or 4/4/06

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

FREE

Server Essentials Certiﬁcation Training - Apple (M0612-4)
SMARTBoard (M0124)
Preliminary Technology Certiﬁcaton (for Beginners)

KitZu
Introduction to KitZu and Kit Builder (M0123-b) or (M0404-b)

Course Credit For OCDE/CTAP Class Oﬀerings
By creating an individual technology learning plan consisting of OCDE courses, you may receive one unit
for every 15 hours of instruction. This ﬂexible plan allows you to mix and match according to your needs.
University extension credit through California State University, Fullerton is available for $90.00 per unit.
For more information, contact Elizabeth Bennett at 714.966.4408.
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Community Highlights

Podcasting is Quick to Become
a Reality at Placentia-Yorba Linda
Uniﬁed School District

http://edtech.ocde.us

CTAP Showcase Program
The Orange County Department of Education, in partnership with
CTAP Region 9, oﬀers support and opportunities for showcasing
innovative implementations of educational technology.

Teachers at PYLUSD now
have an easy way to enable
podcasting without a lot
of time spent learning
about the technologies
needed to make it work. A
recent addition to EdWeb,
the application that many
teachers use to maintain
their websites at PYLUSD,
has enabled podcasting in a teacher-friendly way. By logging into
EdWeb, creating a new podcast folder, and saving .mp3 ﬁles to the
folder, teachers can have a podcast up-and-running within minutes
once they have some audio to publish. Publishing additional episodes
is even easier.

The CTAP Showcase Program consists of the Orange County
Showcase Grant and the Orange County Showcase Festival. The
Orange County Showcase Grant provides ﬁnancial support for
educators to implement unique and innovative technology projects
in the classroom. Any K-12 teacher, administrator or other certiﬁcated
staﬀ currently employed by an Orange County public school district
can apply for a team grant (up to $7,000) or individual grants (up to
$3,000). The grant Intent to Apply is available online through January
20, 2006, and it is required for all grant submissions. Grant submission
packets are also available online, and are due to OCDE by February 17,
2006. Grant winners will be announced on March 13, 2006. Please
visit the 2006 Educational Technology Showcase Grant website at
http://www.ocde.us/technology/grant/.
The Orange County Student
Technology Showcase Festival is an
opportunity for students, teachers
and administrators to highlight
their unique and innovative projects
before a wide audience. A panel of
experts identiﬁed by the Orange
County Department of Education
reviewed project applications. Reviewers include: OCDE technology
specialists, district technology coordinators, business and community
partners, and OCDE consultants.

A few early adopters have already begun to use the new podcasting
capability – http://edweb.pylusd.org/swilliams. Sean helps a student
create a weekly audio ﬁle that lets the community know what has
been happening in class, and what will be happening during the
next week. The audio is spoken by fourth grade students, and http://
edweb.pylusd.org/mfredstrom. Mike works with the Home Schooling
department for the district and is enabling his podcast to help those
within the district who are involved in home schooling.
EdWeb also make the native .mp3 ﬁles available directly from the
teachers’ websites so students, and/or parents, who do not have MP3
players, can also be included in the use of this new audio format for
education and information delivery.

The selected student representatives will present at the Orange
County Student Technology Showcase Festival on January 28, 2006
at Fisler Elementary School (FSD). Two teams will be asked to present
at the State Student Technology Showcase at the Computer Using
Educators (CUE) Conference on March 11, 2006, in Palm Springs, CA.

Included in the new addition is a dynamically created list of all PYLUSD
podcasts enabled via EdWeb to help make ﬁnding teacher-enabled
podcasts easier district-wide.

Enhancing Education Through
Technology Using a Cross-Circular
Approach: The Dale Model

While they were enthusiastic about trying new ideas, they did not
have the class time to devote to teaching another curricular area,
namely, computers. The staﬀ at Dale Junior High School, AUHSD took
a collaborative approach to solve this problem.

The Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT) grant was a
unique opportunity for seventh grade English/language arts and social
science teachers to infuse computer technology into their curriculum
areas. The goal of the grant program was to increase student academic
performance and technical proﬁciency by incorporating computer
technology into those core areas and give added opportunities
to use computer technology for all students. Speciﬁcally, writing
was targeted as the academic skill for enhancement. Even with the
promise of extra funding and support, some diﬃculties arose in its
implementation.

Rather than relying on the content area teachers to teach the use
of computers, the EETT teachers were teamed with a computer
teacher who had their speciﬁc cohort of students. This meant that
the computer teacher could teach the students the concepts of
computer use for application to the core classes. Conversely, the core
content area teachers assigned technology-based projects, which
the computer teacher facilitated. This model, Nick named the Dale
Model, for Dale Junior High School where it began, was expanded
to eighth grade in 2005-06 and grew to include math and science
classes as well.

The largest hurdle was the expertise level of the content area
teachers with computer technology. Many of them used computers
for personal productivity, but were unfamiliar with using computers
directly with students.

By working together, the teachers at Dale Junior High School were
able to meet the needs of the grant and cover their academic content
as well.
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Videoconferencing & Webcasts
Upcoming Digital Learning Events
Terry Trueman (Grades 9-12)

Gary Soto (Grades 5-8)

February 23, 2006
10-11 a.m.
Register by February 2, 2006

January 24, 2006
10-11 a.m.
Register by January 9, 2006

Cost: Free
Contact: Mike Guerena at mguerena@ocde.us or 714-966-4087
Live videoconference will be limited to four classes.
Delivery: Videoconference and Webcast
More information: http://vc.ocde.us/

Fire in the Morning: Mexican-American History in
Orange County (Grades 7-12)

Stories of Holocaust Survival (Grades 9-12)
This broadcast will reveal the lives and experiences of people who survived
the Holocaust, including some who settled in Orange County. Their stories
will be uncovered through testimonial, photographs and live interaction
with high school students in their classrooms. Program will also explore the
question of whether the world has learned the lessons of the Holocaust by
examining modern genocide in Rwanda and Sudan.
Date: May 2006
Cost: Free
Contact: Mike Guerena. Live videoconference will be limited to two classes.
Delivery: KOCE Broadcast and Webcast
More information: http://vc.ocde.us/

Mexican-Americans have played an important part on the history of Orange
County, but their contributions and stories have not always been represented
clearly. Students will be able to be part of the dialogue as the history of MexicanAmericans emerges from the stories and images that historian Yolanda Alvarez
has collected and restored.
Date: February 9, 2006
Cost: Free
Time: 10-11 a.m.
Register by January 11, 2006
Contact: Michael Guerena at mguerena@ocde.us or 714-966-4087.
Delivery: Videoconference and Webcast

Upcoming Webcasts
Web 2.0 - March 2006

Podcasting in Education - January 2006
The podcast has become increasingly popular over the last year as a way of
distributing and creating audio content in a wide range of topics. Podcasting has
emerged as a new form of audio media that is easy to create and distribute. In
education the potential to both distribute content and also have students and
educators create their own content is just beginning to emerge. This webcast will
explore what podcasts are, how they are currently being used in education and
what the potential is for this new medium.

The World Wide Web has existed for nearly 15 years as a means in which
people all over the world can access information. Until recently this
experience was much more passive than participatory. With the advent
of technologies like blogs and wikis, the World Wide Web is becoming
much more of a collaborative space. These technologies and the shift that
they have caused to occur has been called the Web 2.0. This webcast will
provide examples of how these new applications of the Web are being
used and will share resources that will enable anyone to start utilizing
wikis and blogs immediately.

Technology in Education - April 2006
This webcast will examine the most important technologies in education over the
last year and also look to the future to trends that might shift the way students
learn and teachers teach. A montage of voices from some of the national leaders in
education technology will share their insights into the current state of education
in the program. There will also be some glimpses into some existing innovative
classrooms where technology is making a diﬀerence in the lives of the students,
teachers and community.

In the Video Archive

Access all on demand content through the interactive learning website at http://vc.ocde.us.

iPod in the Classroom

Video Games in Education

Who Were the First People
in Orange County?
- Videoconference

Sandra Cisneros Videoconference

Getting Ready for the 5th Grade CST Science Test - “Everything You
Ever Wanted to Know About the Periodic Table and MORE!”
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Upcoming Events

Second Annual Assistive
Technology Institute

http://edtech.ocde.us

OCDE Ed Tech at the CUE Conference

The Assistive Technology Institute (ATI) provides educators and
parents of disabled children the opportunity to learn about assistive
technology and to interact with professionals and manufacturers.
The goal is to help enhance students’ opportunities to participate
and contribute in the 21st Century.

The annual Computer Using Educators (CUE) conference will be held
in Palm Springs, CA on March 9, 10, and 11, 2006. The CUE Conference
is the largest and oldest education technology show in California,
and among the largest in the United States. Thousands of teachers,
administrators, students and parents, and other professionals attend
each year.

Sample topics include speech recognition software, speech
generating devices, assistive technology for visual impairments
and learning disabilities. The Institute will also cover technology to
promote language development, reading, and writing.

This year, the Educational Technology unit of the Orange County
Department of Education will host a hands-on lab at the conference.
Five special sessions will be oﬀered in the OCDE lab on Saturday, the
ﬁnal day of the conference.

This is a two-day event on the evening of Friday, February 3 and the
morning of Saturday, February 4, 2006. Registration is FREE.

In Construction Paper for the 21st Century, discover how free online media enables students to collaborate as they mix, mash and
re-create the Web. Then, in Blogs are the New Crayons, learn how to
take advantage of the Read/Write Web so that you can quickly and
easily post professional quality, interactive multimedia content for
your students, parents, and community. Bringing the Real World Into
the Classroom will demonstrate the value of creating a collaborative
classroom environment that uses videoconferencing to connect to
real world experts, museums, educational organizations and other
classrooms. Participants in Take it to the Next Level: Video Games in
Education will be introduced to cutting edge theories on digital gamebased learning, including the beneﬁts, drawbacks, and controversial
issues. Finally, More to the Story: Using Technology to Support the
Whole Child will present creative ways technology can be used to
support 40 developmental assets such as adult role models, service
to others, social justice, sense of purpose, and a positive view of
personal future.

Visit http://ati.ocde.us for
more information, including
registration instructions. The
Assistive Technology Institute
is a partnership between the
Assistive Technology Exchange
Center (ATEC)/Goodwill of
Orange County, the Team
of Advocates for Special
Kids (TASK), the California
Technology Assistance Project (CTAP), and the Orange County
Department of Education (OCDE). This year’s event was made
possible by generous ﬁnancial donations from Washington Mutual,
Hoag Hospital, and the California Endowment.

2006 Summer Institutes
The Educational Technology unit of the Orange County Department
of Education is oﬀering several exciting summer institutes in 2006. For
only $200, each institute includes three days of hands-on collaboration
in the technology center and continuing access to online resources,
including discussion boards.

Stellar Technology High School
Program Expands

The Read/Write Web Institute on June 20, 21, and 22, 2006 will
introduce ways educators, students, and parents can now create
online content. Participants will learn to build and participate in
online communities using blogs, wikis, Real Simple Syndication (RSS),
podcasting, and more.

Orange County’s Stellar
Technology High School
program is inviting
applications to expand
the model project. The
program is seeking schools
to demonstrate how the
integration of technology
is contributing to student
achievement.

The Games in Education institute on July 25, 26, and 27, 2006 will
prepare educators to implement both serious games and commercial
oﬀ the shelf (COTS) games to engage and motivate their students. It
will also introduce ways in which students can create their own games
as curricular projects.
The ever popular Video Institute is back on August 4, 7, and 8, 2006.
This will cover up-to-date video techniques, editing software, and all
new ways to publish and share your videos and student projects.

For more information visit the website: http://www.ocde.us/
technology/sths/ or contact Susanna Prentice at 714.966.4170, or
email at sprentice@ocde.us

The History -Social Science Institute also returns this year on July 17
through 21, 2006. Participants will explore a variety of technologies
for teaching the social studies standards.
1205053
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