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iLife for Windows? Introducing Picasa, Audactity, and Movie Maker in Education	

DESCRIPTION:
These programs are free, simple-to-use, and powerful… and they’re ideal for multimedia student projects such as slideshows, podcasts, and movies. Includes tips for sharing projects online. Includes Software! (Fast-paced session.)	

ABSTRACT:
NOTE: The latest version of each application will be provided to participants on CD at no extra cost. Participants can then practice what they learn as soon as they return home… or as soon as they can install the software on their laptops.  This session is a fast-paced overview of Picasa, Audacity, and Movie Maker. The entire session will be focused on the use of these applications in education, including numerous lesson ideas and real-life examples of teacher and student created products.   Picasa:  The first hour of the session will be dedicated to Google’s Picasa, a powerful but simple photo organizing and editing application. This segment will include a complete tour of the software, including organizing photos, editing images, and printing. It will also cover methods of backing up photos (such as burning to CD from Picasa). The segment will end with creative ways to share photos, such as slideshows, movies, screensavers, posters, collages, and even photoblogging.  Audacity:  The second hour of the session will be dedicated to the open source audio editing application, Audacity. This segment will include a complete overview of the application, including the basics of digital audio, editing audio, special effects, and more. It will also cover methods of saving and exporting audio. The segment will end with a very brief introduction to sharing audio online through a podcast.  Movie Maker:  The third hour of the session will be dedicated to simple video editing software, Windows Movie Maker. This segment will include a complete overview of the application, including the basics of importing video, building storyboards, editing clips, and adding audio. It will also cover various ways to save and share movies, including how to save to the hard drive or CD, how to send movies via email, and how to post movies to the web. A brief introduction to video blogging and video sharing online will follow. Finally, participants will receive tips for using third party software to turn their movies into DVDs.  The session will conclude with an opportunity for participants to reflect and brainstorm ways they might use these powerfully simple applications in their own teaching and learning. 
